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In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one anoth-
er, since we all stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin 
against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-
seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the 
words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, 
we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the 
world. 
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ELW– Setting Two 
Holy Communion—Time After Epiphany 

Welcome to worship at The Arbor.  We are honored to welcome visitors as our 
guests.   Please observe social distancing of at least 6 feet and please wear a 
mask. 
 
(*) Please stand. 
 

+ + GATHERING + +  
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

PRELUDE                 

  

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains 
us and all of creation. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
 (We pause for reflection.) 

 

A Faithful God, 
 have mercy on us.  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 

free ourselves.  We turn from your loving embrace and go our own 
ways.  We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.   We keep your 
gift of salvation to ourselves.  Make us humble, cast away our 
transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

      Amen. 
 

P God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and 
resurrection, Christ has made us his own.  Hear the truth that God 

proclaims:  Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.  Led by 
the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. 

C Amen. 
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*HYMN:                  “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”       
     

 *APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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*KYRIE  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE     

 
 
 
 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

P Kyrie eleison: 

C Lord have mercy. 
 

P Christe eleison: 

C Christ, Have mercy. 
 

P Kyrie eleison: 

C Lord have  mercy. 
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 *CANTICLE OF PRAISE    (continued) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P  Let Us Pray. 
 O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, 
that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

++ WORD  ++ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
First Reading:  Genesis 50:15-21 
 
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph 
still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that 
we did to him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this 
instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of 
your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please 
forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when 
they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and 
said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be 
afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to 
me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is 
doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little 
ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
 

P The Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God! 
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PSALM:     Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13  (read responsively) 
 
1Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 
2Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits— 
3who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases; 
4who redeems your life from the grave and crowns  
 you with steadfast love and mercy;  
5who satisfies your desires with good things  
 so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 
6O Lord, you provide vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. 
7You made known your ways to Moses  
 and your works to the children of Israel. 
8Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;  
9you will not always accuse us, nor will you keep your anger forever. 
10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 
  nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 
11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 
12As far as the east is from the west, 
  so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 
13As a father has compassion for his children, 
  so you have compassion for those who fear you, O Lord.  
 
 SECOND READING:  ROMANS 14:1-12 
 
1
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 

opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 
3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must 
not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you 
to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand 
or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
  5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to 
be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the 
day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, 
since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the 
Lord and give thanks to God. 
  7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we 
live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or 
whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so 
that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
  10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you 
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of 
God. 11For it is written,  “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”  12So then, each of us will be 
accountable to God. 

 
P The Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God! 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
 

C 
P 
 
 
 
 
 
*GOSPEL:  Matthew 18:21-35 
 

P The holy gospel according to St. Matthew the eighteenth chapter.  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church 
sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 
22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 
who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the 
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 
25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with 
his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 
26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of 
that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as 
he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred 
denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then 
his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into 
prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had 
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their 
lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to 
him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded 
with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had 
mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured 
until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to 
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your 
heart.” 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord .  C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
SERMON                                                                          Pr Paul  Harder 
 
 
 

Al-le-lu-ia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? 
 
Al-le-lu-ia.  You have the words of eternal life. 
 
Al-le-lui-ia.   Al-le-lu-ia. 
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*HYMN:                   “Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive” 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

P Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 

C I believe in God,  
 the Father almighty,   
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven,  
 and is seated at the right hand of the  Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
      
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
  Amen.  
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 *PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
  

P Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. 

 
 A brief silence. 
 
 You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church 

throughout the world; make it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith 
through Bible studies and Sunday schools, confirmation classes and youth 
ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and growth (especially). 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
 The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. 

Have compassion on your creation. Where human selfishness has brought 
ruin and destruction, we look to you to heal, renew, and redeem your 
world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
 Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter 

grudges. Settle our hearts when we want to settle accounts with violence. 
Bless our leaders with patience and wisdom (especially). Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
 Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for 

all who are oppressed. Free victims of human trafficking and forced 
labor; deliver all who are bound by debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard 
refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

 
 Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our 

tongues when we are tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. 
Make this congregation a community of mercy for one another and for all 
our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
 Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
 Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those 

who have showed us faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow 
to you and the tongues that taught us to praise you (especially John 
Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, whom we commemorate today). 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  
 All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to 

your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 
 

 C Amen. 
 



 Page 11 

 

*PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you always.   

C And also with you. 

++ MEAL  ++ 
OFFERING          
 
*PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS  
 

“Let The Vineyards be Fruitful Lord” 

 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER  
 

P Let us pray. 
 

C Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these 
gifts of your good creation.  Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us 
with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a 
suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
 

C Amen. 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING    
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.   

  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 
 
 
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

P  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your  glory.  
 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 
 suffering, who  preached good  news to the  poor,  and who, on  the  cross, 
 opened  his arms to all. 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, 
 and gave thanks; broke it,  
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.   
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup,  
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:   
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and  ascension, we await his 
coming in glory.  Pour out your Holy Spirit,  that by this Holy Communion  we  
may  know the unity we share with all your people  in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and 
honor are yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  

Amen. 
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*INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

P   Come to the banquet table 
         where Christ gives himself as food and drink. 
LAMB OF GOD 
*TABLE BLESSING 

P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.    

 C Amen. 
 
*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

P Let us pray.  

P We give you thanks, gracious God, 

C that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and 
blood of Christ.  Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your 
beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided 
by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. 

 Amen. 

++  SENDING   + + 
P Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead   you 
into the way of truth and life. 

C Amen. 
 
*HYMN                                “Blest Are They” 

*DISMISSAL 

P  Go in peace. Remember the Poor. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE   

1 
Blest are they, the poor in spirit; 
theirs is the kingdom of God. 
Blest are they, full of sorrow; 
they shall be consoled. 
 
Refrain 
 Rejoice and be glad! 
 Blessed are you, holy are you. 
 Rejoice and be glad! 
 Yours is the kingdom of God! 
 
2 
Blest are they, the lowly ones; 
they shall inherit the earth. 
Blest are they who hunger and 
thirst; 
they shall have their fill.  
 
 Refrain 

3 
Blest are they who show mercy; 
mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; 
they shall see God.   
 
Refrain 
 
4 
Blest are they who seek peace; 
they are the children of God. 
Blest are they who suffer in faith; 
the glory of God is theirs.   
 
Refrain 
 
5 
Blest are you who suffer hate, 
all because of me. 
Rejoice, be glad,  
yours is the kingdom; 
shine for all to see.   
 
Refrain 
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         SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 
Presiding Pastor                    Pr. Paul Harder 
Worship Assistant                 Sterling Shoaf 
Music Director:          Victor Parrish 

Let us remember in our prayers: 

 
 
 

Announcements 
Sunday Morning Service 

will be held outdoors.  
 

 Social distancing is  
Expected, to slow the  

Spread of the pandemic. 
 

Service will be drive in  
or bring your chair. 

 
Please maintain 10 feet of 
separation from others. 

Wear a mask! 

Scriptures for: 
September 20,  2020 
Jonah 3:10--4:11  
Psalm 145:1-8  
Philippians 1:21-30  
Matthew 20:1-16  Frances Swicegood 

1469 N.C.  hwy 150 
Lexington, NC  27295 

Joyce Bodenhamer 
2034 Waterfront Point 
Lexington, NC  27292 

Virginia Myers 
859 Old Linwood Rd. 
Lexington, NC  27292 

Jinkie Parks 
%Sterling Shoaf 
5450 NC Hwy 8 
Lexington, NC  27295 

Remember our members who are  
not able to attend services. 

Frances Swicegood 
1469 N.C.  hwy 150 
Lexington, NC  
27295 

Joyce Bodenhamer 
2034 Waterfront Point 
Lexington, NC  27292 

 Jinkie Parks 
%Sterling Shoaf 
5450 NC Hwy 8 
Lexington, NC  27295 

Ivy Maupin  
Kay Greenwood 
Tammy Coggins 
Tracy Everhart  
Vicki Wilson  
Ann Young 
Jennifer Farmer 
Teresa Nichols 
Alicia Steuart 

Karen Kelly 
Nicole Cook 
Sid Boone 
Wayne Lanning 
Willie Vawter 
Patsy McBride 
Pam Ward 
Michael Disher 
Dawn Spencer 

Emma 
Mark Karner 
Scotty Boyd 
Karen Bailey 
Curtis Yarbrough 
Jack Parker 
 
 
 

 

Bible Study with Bishop Smith 
 

Have you been missing your adult Sunday 
school class? Or maybe you wanted more after 
the synod's summertime journey through Mat-
thew? Join this first-ever synodwide study of the 
Gospel of Mark led by Bishop Smith every 
Wednesday in September and October 
(beginning Sept. 9) from 7-8 p.m. The online 
class will be taught via Zoom. 
 

Register to receive Bishop Tim's Bible Study 
om link. 


